Microwave-cured tracheostoma vents.
This article describes a technique of making custom flexible and combined flexible/rigid tracheostoma vents. The combined flexible rigid tracheostoma vent provides a flexible material that is nonirritating in the peristomial region and maintains a patent tracheostoma by the rigidity of the hard acrylic resin section. The flexible tracheostoma vent can be easily inserted and is more comfortable than the rigid commercially available tracheostomy tube. The use of microwave-cured materials permits fabrication during a single visit. The steps involved in the fabrication of the tracheostoma vents are simple and require no elaborate laboratory equipment.